lamarack
L Lo

Twig 3 Leaf
Bud as Habital o

' poorly Gaied bogs, # marses dolden ;f'““” " A
of bortal furests + moist R
upland Forests

twig is
smpoth + slender
with numerous

buds are spur bronches
stnal, gphricol &
b hove st feedle-tke owes armwngd <\
e in tufts (10-30 pe fuf); X
Bark flattened dorsal surface
graysmith o young + Ketld lquﬁami firm
trees; mature runks 0 tranguar gﬁ A
reddish parple-brown / LA K
small, igkt, raunded stoles bt volled iy
Flower the fingrs
(Y10106C10u3
fomole  strobil Fruil
Technically emere Within & _
doesnt thuster of leaves,
prgduce erect on & chorf -
Flowers, aurved stolk N
instend tone- —
like fructures g
colled strobili
male serabili are globwar o cblong n shape (ones are sghricol w egg-Sped
W/ pollen sacs 4 & loose collar of “papery scales seaks vounded, i, 4 tonved inuard

Be. Fery Simerons




TREE OF THE

Tamarack ® Larix laricina

Tamarack (Larix laricina) is a deciduous, coniferous tree in the
Pinaceae, or pine, family found in the northeastern U.S., most of
Canada, and the interior of Alaska. It commonly reaches heights
between 40 and 70 feet and lives to about 180 years old. This
species self-prunes, meaning the tree sheds any branches that are
no longer productive and have become a drain on its resources. For
this reason, one-half to two-thirds of its trunk will usually be clear
of branches by the time it reaches 25 to 30 years of age. Tamarack
displays an alternately whorled branch arrangement, with the
branches originating from the trunk slightly ascending at the top,
widely spreading in the middle, and slightly drooping below.

Tamarack is typically found in swamps, bogs, and marshes within
boreal forests, but it can also thrive in moist upland forests. As a
shade-intolerant species, tamarack often grows in even-aged
stands. In its northern range, it frequently forms extensive pure
stands, while in much of its U.S. range, it appears as isolated pure
stands or makes up a minor component of other forest types. In the
northeastern U.S., tamarack is commonly found in both open and
forested bogs, although it rarely dominates these communities.

The needle-like leaves of tamarack are soft and straight, with a
slightly flattened dorsal surface and a triangular cross-section.
Unlike the closely related pines (Pinws), tamarack needles can't
easily be rolled between the fingers. The needle-like leaves grow in
dense clusters from short spurs; however, they attach to the twig
singularly. They turn a golden yellow in autumn and drop off,
leaving the tamarack bare throughout winter until the needles
regrow in the spring. There are about twenty deciduous conifers,
but tamarack is the only species native to New England.
The bark of young tamaracks is gray and smooth. Mature trunks
are a reddish brown-gray color with small, tight, round scales.
These scales are thin and often break away, leaving visible patches
of purple-red inner bark. Twigs of tamarack are slender and
smooth, with numerous spur branches, and range from a light
orange-brown to grayish-brown. The dark red winter buds are
round and small, with loose scales.

Tamarack trees are gymnosperms, meaning they do not produce
flowers. Instead, they develop cone-like structures known as
strobili. As a monoecious species, tamaracks bear both male and
female reproductive structures on the same tree. The strobili
emerge from the tips of short, spur-like lateral shoots during April
and May, coinciding with the appearance of new needles. Male
strobili are typically rounded to oblong in shape and have creamy
white pollen sacs surrounded by brown, papery scales at the base.
After releasing their pollen in early spring, they wither away.

In contrast, female strobili are egg-shaped and upright, emerging
with a cluster of leaves on short, curved stalks. They start as a
vibrant hot pink, gradually transitioning to maroon. Once
pollinated, the female strobili turn into small, spherical cones with
stifT, rounclecl sr_'a]es that curve inwa.rd.
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Tamarack is often confused
with European and Japanese
larch—two closely related
species planted as
horticultural trees in North
America.

The genus name Larix comes
from the Latin word /ldrix,
Which means "larch.’?
Tamarack’s species epithet,
laricina, refers to “laricinus”
and 1s derived from larix and
inus, which essentially means
“larch-like.” The common
name “hackmatack” is the
Algonquian name for the
species and means “wood
used for snowshoes.”

Native Americans of northern
New England and Canada
used tamarack for making
toboggans and snowshoes
and as stitching for birch-
bark canoes.
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